
1 

 

Sermon for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 22) – Year B 
preached at Trinity Church, Seneca Falls, NY, October 7, 2018 by the Rev’d J. Brad Benson 

Texts:  Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

+ In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

We have two very important passages to consider and each have been the 

foundation for a lot of grief and pain.  They have become so familiar that many of 

us probably haven’t given them much thought. 

 The fact that over the past two weeks, our national focus has been shaped as 

a contest between the voice of victimized men vs. the voice of selfish women may 

actually help us this morning to step back and locate what is really important in 

these passages. 

 

Our Genesis passage tells about the creation of woman and the gospel passage tells 

us about their relationship within marriage to men.  Pretty important stuff. 

 

If you’ve ever heard the entire creation story read aloud, you no doubt noticed that 

it is punctuated, over and over, with: “God saw that it was good.” 

And yet, now God looks at all he has made, everything, and says, “It is not 

good.” Something is missing. It is not good that a human being – should be alone. 

 

If I could distill all that I believe about God, “not being alone” would be at the core 

of my being. I could not face tomorrow if I thought I was truly alone.   

God is with us always. 

Companionship then is perhaps the most important ministry that we 

humans perform. 

 

Now, evidently Man was not made in isolation. Even after the creation and Man 

was busy naming things, God was right there. So the man was not alone. 

 

In fact, this sounds like the perfect situation for much of popular American religion 

– one man alone, surrounded by nature, with God close at hand.  

How many times have we heard people say that this is really all the religion 

anyone needs: just me, God, and the great outdoors?  

Sometimes this is symbolized by a golf course or a trout stream.  

 

But when God saw it, when God saw one person, God, and the great outdoors, God 

didn’t say, “It doesn’t get any better than this.”  

Instead, God said, about this and only about this: “It is not good--enough”. 

Creation wasn’t finished yet.  

As long as the man lived in isolation from other people, the creation of a 

good, a complete, human being, had not yet happened. 
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In order to complete creation, to make a whole human being, the other person, Eve, 

is created. 

 

There are a couple of things to notice here. First of all, this story is not as much 

about the roles of men and women as it is about what it means to be a human 

being.  

 

Also, it is not saying that everyone should be married or that only married people 

are whole people. We know that that’s just not true. After all, Jesus, the perfect 

image of God, was single.  

 

But this is saying that we human beings can only grow into who we are created to 

be with and through the other – through relationship and community.  

 

This growth happens in many ways, but it never happens alone.  

We do not become whole or complete in isolation, but through community, 

through the “other.”   

I hope that that is one of several reasons why you are here this morning.  

You recognize the value of community. 

 

I mentioned that this story is not as much about the roles of men and women as it is 

about what it means to be a human being.  

  

How many of you were surprised to learn that, in fact, Jesus did not approve of 

divorce? A  nd in other passages in the New Testament he tells his disciples that 

they should stand against divorce. And he calls it adultery. 

Then how is it that several high profile figures in the most conservative end 

of our Christian family and our public leaders who profess to be good Christians 

have had multiple marriages?   The Bible seems pretty clear, doesn’t it? 

 

Well, it’s quiz time.    Oh, not for you; for Jesus. 

 You see, this is yet another example of the Pharisees trying to trick Jesus 

into saying something that will be illegal.  Then he can be arrested and done away 

with. 

 

They use the language of the legal system, the court, to test Jesus.  

They ask, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 

 At first, Jesus sounds like a lawyer himself by asking them the question, 

with exasperation, “What did Moses command you?” 
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Both Jesus and the Pharisees knew the law—it was legal to divorce a wife with a 

simple written certificate. The Mosaic law did recognize that there were times 

when divorce was allowed. 

 Sadly, this whole system gave women no power and if they weren’t quickly 

re-married, they frequently were cast out of a community and died. 

 

In the time of Jesus, women had almost no individual rights. They were only 

allowed to speak to their husbands in public and then only when the husband spoke 

first. 

 Jesus frequently showed that he wanted that to end.  He not only spoke 

directly to and about women, he even spoke about children—another group who 

was seen but not heard. 

 

After answering the Pharisee’s question Jesus then shifts to talking about what 

marriage is intended for from the beginning—as in the creation story.  

He says a man and a woman were intended from the beginning to be joined.  

The Old Testament reading is here today to remind us that Eve was taken 

from the side of Adam so that she could be an equal.  

Ladies, you can start nodding your heads.  

She wasn’t created from his head to be his superior, or his feet to be his 

subordinate—but his side, so that they can be equals. 

 And in the last sentence of that paragraph, Jesus also extols that when two 

people have been joined together—it is the most precious of all bonds. 

 

Now, in fact, for most of history, people have been married for legal and practical 

reasons instead of love.  If love happened--great.  But marriage has been, first and 

foremost, for most of its history, a legal arrangement. 

 

Then around the 19
th

 century, love came to be identified with marriage as much as 

the legality.   

 

Today, perhaps not unlike the days of Jesus, we live in a world with no-fault 

options for marriages. 

 Probably everyone knows about no-fault car insurance. Right? 

 There are also no-fault divorces that make it possible for people to separate 

without taking responsibility for their actions. 

  

And while the divorce rate has actually gone down in recent years, this consumer 

mentality does infect a lot of marriages. Feel free to nod you head if you agree. 

 

Here is what I think Jesus is saying: 

This is not what God intends!  
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Marriage is not a problem to be solved.  

It is a journey together--to be lived over a lifetime.  

 

This is what I preach about at weddings.  And frequently, the couple chooses this 

passage and at the end we see Jesus (again) taking a child and using it as a 

powerful teaching metaphor. 

In the last portion of the gospel reading I think that Jesus turned from 

marriage to children because he wanted us to ponder just how vulnerable our 

relationships are. 

 How much we let our guard down and admit that we are vulnerable to 

all sorts of things in this world---is a key to being a Christian. 

 Vulnerability is one of our greatest teachers.   

  

Oh I think most of us hate being vulnerable, and in fact, we spend much of our 

lives trying to build walls so that we aren’t as vulnerable. 

But Jesus is saying that that isn’t necessary, and it’s counterproductive. 

 It’s SO counterproductive, that you won’t get to heaven, in the sense that 

you’ll be so mired in trying to protect yourself, that you’ll miss the bus, 

altogether. 

 

We are given other human beings so that, in this vulnerability struggle, we’ll 

have company.   
  

Our vows, our marriage vows and our baptismal vows, our ordination vows, these 

are not for just now, they are not for just when it feels good; they are for life.  

That is our standard and our goal. We may fall short, but we hold to that 

standard. 

All of this is really to say that, at its heart, marriage is not a convenient 

human institution for protecting property, regulating sexuality, even safeguarding 

children.  

And at its heart, the Church is not a gate-keeper for like-minded people to 

share in an essentially private task. 

 

Both marriage and the Church are vastly more than this.  

 

They are schools of love, gifts of a loving God. For it is not good to be alone;  

and the only way to goodness, to wholeness, is through commitment, relationship, 

community, and the grace of God. 

Feel free to nod your head if you agree.  Amen. 


