TRINITY
TIMES
Advent–Christmas–Epiphany
December ’18 – February ‘19

Winter’s snowy blanket
brings with it a time of grace

Here’s what’s going on…
Outreach during Advent
We will have the traditional “mitten” tree
in the nave ready to receive your gifts
of mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves
in all sizes. In January we will turn
them over to the House of Concern
when winter is upon us for real. We
also appreciate cash donations. Please be generous.

Parish Pledge Campaign
concludes in December
Sunday, December 2 is like
New Year’s Day for the church
calendar. We begin our “year”
with the first Sunday of the
Season of Advent. This is a
season like Lent where we wait
in expectation of a major holy
day. Advent precedes Christmas and Lent precedes
Easter. These are times for us to examine just who
Jesus will be in our lives.
The pledge campaign also is a tool for a parish
to show just how much confidence it has in
that Spirit/Jesus and brings to the
altar its tithes and gifts as signs of
that confidence in a future with
God. Our pledges are a sort of vote
of confidence.
On Sunday, December 2, we’ll give
thanks for our pledges and to celebrate we’ll offer a
champagne brunch where we’ll literally toast the

church’s New Year. Please plan to turn in your
pledge soon or at least by that morning. The vestry
must go to work on a budget for 2019 and as we rely
almost entirely on our pledges, this will determine
whether we march boldly forward or shrink.

Trinity and It’s
a Wonderful Life
Festival Weekend
ZUZU: “Every time a bell rings, an angel gets his wings.”

Since the Wesleyan Chapel cannot be used for
this year’s festival on December 7, 8, and 9, the
IAWL Museum asked and Trinity has agreed to be
one of the anchor buildings. We will be hosting
three days of extensive workshops and information
sessions in the nave/sanctuary. (Be assured these
activities will not interfere with our breakfast or
Sunday worship.) Our most important jobs on the
weekend will be to be welcoming and helpful to
festival participants. Please consider signing up for
a two-hour shift and help show off our church.
On Saturday morning, December 8 we will be
offering our traditional breakfast beginning at 7:30.
Steve Barto, our coordinator and chef, will be
serving up eggs, sausage, pancakes, juice, coffee,
tea, and hot cocoa! He can always use volunteers.
The $8 donation will benefit the church fund.
Let’s turn out to greet the breakfast patrons as
well as direct them to tours of the nave. We also
hope to have an opportunity for the kids: cookie
decorating. The latter might be a welcome feature
for parents. All hands on deck!

Father Brad to offer opportunity for
discussion of mutual expectations
In line with the theme of Expectation in the Season
of Advent, Fr. Brad would like to ask the
congregation to take time following worship on
December 16 to discuss our mutual expectations.
Our guest preacher and facilitator
for this conversation will be the
Rev. Canon Carrie SchofieldBroadbent—canon for transition
and congregational development.
While the broad aspects of
priestly ministry are spelled out
in a letter of agreement, priests
rarely discuss specific
expectations that parishioners have and conversely
what expectations he might have of the
congregation. We’ll symbolically put these on the
table and decide whether they are helpful, or not;
whether they are likely to happen, or not. If the initial
conversation needs to continue beyond December
16, then we’ll see about scheduling something more.

some Epiphany carols. Autographs and selfies with
the Kings will be available. Camels not included.

Come, worship with us!
Advent III

9:30 am December 16
Holy Communion
Preparation of Jesus’ crib
with

“Cloth for the Cradle”
Advent IV
9:30 am December 23
Holy Communion & Hanging of Greens

Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve at Trinity
After four weeks of waiting and
anticipating the birth of Jesus,
we’ll finally celebrate on December 24 with a festive worship
service of carols and readings at
7:30pm. The nave of the church
has been decorated in stages during the season of
Advent, but on Dec. 24th we’ll bring it all together
for the most memorable worship of the year. There
will be worship as usual on Sunday, December 23.
The church office will be closed during this week.
Morning Prayer will be offered on December 30 as
Fr. Brad will be away.

The Season of EPIPHANY
arrives with the three
Kings on January 6
This year, the Feast of the Epiphany (when the three kings
arrived at the stable) lands on a
Sunday. Come and see the Kings
themselves (Fr. Brad has a lot of
pull in these matters) and enjoy

December 24
7:00 pm
Instrumental and Choral Music with
Carol Singing for Choir and Congregation
7:30 pm
Festive Eucharist of the Holy Nativity
Trumpet and Choral Music
with

Carol Singing to Welcome the Christ Child
Christmas I

9:30 am
December 30
Morning Prayer

The Epiphany 9:30 am
January 6
Holy Communion with Carols & 3 Kings’ Visit

Celebration of a New Mutual
Ministry announced for January 15
Bishop DeDe DuncanProbe will visit us on
January 15, at 6:30pm.
This will be the first
visit to Trinity by our
new bishop. Father
Brad will be formally
installed as our rector
then even though he
has been with us since
September 16. While Fr. Brad will be the focus of
the liturgy, it is really a time to celebrate our mutual
ministry as a faith community dedicated to God’s
mission in Seneca Falls. That ministry has been
going on since the early 1800’s; this is our next
chapter. Please set aside this evening for this important event. The ceremony will be less than an hour
and a reception will follow.

Numbers decline,
but what does it mean?
This was the headline in an article on Episcopal
Church statistics in the Episcopal Journal (Nov.
2018). Church statistics come from the parochial
reports that every parish submits in February each
year. The Church releases the cumulative data
yearly. The numbers released in August show that,
over five years, the number of active baptized
members in the church’s domestic dioceses dropped
10 percent to 1.7 million. Sunday attendance is
down 13 percent. Since 2013, 175 parishes have
closed—mostly in dioceses where there has been
turmoil. The one bright statistic is that the average
pledge in the church continues to climb. There are
not a few organizations within the church grappling
with evangelism and trying to come up with the

magic change that we might make to instantly regrow the church. At a recent clergy meeting with
Bishop Duncan-Probe, she reported that “No one
has that answer. No one!”
The Rev. Chris Arnold, (Wisconsin) sums it all
up by saying that “the church will continue to shrink
until it rediscovers its primary purpose, which is to
be a community of pilgrim disciples, supporting one
another in the art and craft of prayer.”
Be assured the Episcopal Church is not the only
mainline Protestant denomination suffering from
decline. In a recent ABC poll, 36% of Americans
identified as Protestant—down from 50% in 2003.
Overall, the number of Americans identifying as
Christian declined from 83% to 72% over the same
period, while those who claim no religion doubled.
Other research polls say that only 36 percent of
Americans attend any sort of religious services on
the weekends.
Those doing the research reassert that “we”
aren’t doing anything wrong, but that our culture is
stepping away from the form of Christianity that
many of us have known. What the statistics do not
measure (sadly) is the rising amount of outreach that
our parishes do. Those statistics are almost impossible to gather accurately. The Spirit is just as alive as
ever, just not resulting in bodies in the pews.
One successful action being taken is in planting
new congregations. The Church has spent over $8
million spread over 86 new ministries since 2012.
But many feel that effort has been minimal at best.
One authority said that we need to plant 900 new
parishes to overcome the downward trends. If we
were to make church planting our priority, he said,
then we could learn a lot
about what the culture
needs and how we can
ONE
allow the Spirit to work
INITIATIVE:
through us to provide it.
RenewalWorks is a
RenewalWorks
ministry of Forward Movement, the folks who publish
offers
Forward Day by Day that
a course of
many are familiar with. In
a nutshell, this program
action
helps a congregation to (1)
engage with scripture, (2)
discover the transformative power of the Eucharist,
(3) go deeper with one’s prayer life, and (4) be the
group that takes up discipleship. (See next page.)

Clearly, most Episcopalians are quick to say
they are members of a particular parish, but beyond
that identifier, they are unable to say more about
their role as disciples-in-training. The corny joke
comes to mind where someone asks you at the
grocery store whether you are a Christian and you
reply, “No, I’m a member of …….Church.”

OUTREACH through the House of Concern
food pantry
Please remember the needy
whenever you grocery shop
and leave your donations
in the baskets provided in the church.

Your delegates
bring a fresh
perspective
from the
Diocesan
Convention
On the weekend of
November 9-10, Fr. Brad
and Diane Draheim
attended the annual
diocesan convention. The keynote speakers
included nationally known evangelists and quite a
bit of time was spent in reflecting on the Learning
Communities initiative. Over 30 parishes in the
diocese have engaged in this program that
encourages simple, inexpensive evangelism tactics.
Both Fr. Brad and Diane came back feeling
motivated by the ideas they heard. Simple things
such as reaching out to the immediate neighborhood
just to get to know our neighbors. Some parishes did
this with a table set up out on the sidewalk during
the summer, maybe during an event. They took
prayer requests and just enjoyed conversation. Hey,
we could do that on Fall Street. And, we will when
we simply stand at the doors and welcome IAWL
festival goers to Trinity Church. As people see that
we are welcoming, they just might visit on Sunday
morning. This is something we can easily do and
who knows, may reap the benefit. Praise God.

Trinity seeks
nominations for
Warden & Vestry
The Annual Business Meeting of the Parish will be
held on Sunday, January 20. A slate of candidates
for openings on the vestry and for warden will be
put forth and an election will take place during the
worship service. There are two openings on the
vestry. Two current members might be seeking reelection to three-year terms. Our “Junior” warden,
Irene Ferrante moves into the Senior Warden
position and we elect a new Junior Warden. Betty
Canne may stand for re-election. Wardens serve for
two-year terms. We’ll also elect delegates to
diocesan convention and the vestry-approved budget
for 2019 will be presented. It’s very important that
as many members of the parish attend on this
Sunday morning so that, together, we can chart the
year ahead.
Candidate’s qualifications according
to NY State & Church Law
A person is eligible for nomination to the Vestry if
she/he is –
+ a baptized person
+ 18 years old or older
+ regular in his/her worship at Trinity for at
least the last 12 months
+ a giver of record* for the last 12 months or more
A Candidate for Warden must meet all the above
qualifications as well as have been confirmed in the
Episcopal Church or received from an apostolic tradition.
* You give using pledge envelopes or checks

A need to revive Denim and Diamonds
and other outreach efforts?
This is the time of year we start preparing for the
next as well as for our annual budget. It’s also a
time to be making our dream wish list. What would
you like to see happening at/through Trinity? I
would like to see more outreach programs that help
our community at large.
I was genuinely touched five years ago when Jan
Caraccilo and Debby Perrotto came to a vestry
meeting and proposed a fund raiser that would
benefit the House of Concern and also address our
organ loan. There were a lot of volunteers for the
“Denim & Diamond” events, and I appreciate all the
efforts and hard work that went in to making them a
success. Since we are a smaller congregation today,
maybe it’s time for a new approach. I would like it
to continue in some form or another. Let’s meet and
bring your ideas to the table. Please speak with me!
–Irene Ferrante

VESTRY CORNER
Boden Estate: Fr. Brad reported that Trinity should
be receiving a bequest before the end of this year.
Bill passed away in December 2016.
Becoming a Dementia-Friendly Parish: Marilyn
Cator reported three things she took away from the
diocesan seminar held on October 6:
 People with dementia can be reached and brought
out of their silence by searching for their
interests, such as singing.
 We need to remember those afflicted are still the
person they were before illness struck.
 We can understand their anger if we realize they
are having trouble seeing, hearing, and touching.
Fr. Brad noted that one thing we can do as a parish
is offer to sit with the adult, so the caregiver has
some down time.
Blessing of the Animals: There were several
positive comments about the blessing and the brief
talk given by the Beverly Animal Shelter manager
Dallyn Jenkins. Attendance was good and people
were generous with money and food donations.
Grand Piano Donation: A six-foot Sohmer piano
has been donated for use in the nave and is a
significant upgrade. Our thanks to the Averys who
paid for the cost of having it moved into place.

Trinity’s Helping Hands
We give thanks to those who













volunteer in the office each week
to ensure we’re prepared for the Sunday service,
repaired and prepared the office for our new rector,
lead the congregation in singing,
refreshed the Memorial Garden with new stone,
delivered backpack lunches to area children,
prepared meals and cleaned up once
a month for Neighbors Dinner Out – including
St. Pat’s and NYCC student volunteers,
donated to the HOC Thanksgiving Dinner Program,
spent 2 days in September cleaning, dusting,
mopping, and polishing the church,
donated/helped make our Fall Sale a success,
made the coffee/provided Coffee Hour treats,
power washed the kitchen ramp in
preparation of a preservative coating, and
prepared the pledge materials and baked
cookies.

Please keep the office or Judy Tiesi informed of the many
wonderful ways folks contribute.

UPCOMING
FUNDRAISERS
December Fruitcake Sale: Please
place orders with Irene Ferrante by
Dec. 16. $12 for a large; $6, small.
Let her know of any special needs: no nuts, early
delivery, etc. Pick up is on Sunday, December 23.

Soup Sales will begin again in
January and continue into the
remaining winter months. Anyone
willing to make soup, please speak
with Irene Ferrante.

THURSDAY – January 24, 2019
Doug’s Fish Fry is coming to the
5 Star Bank parking lot from 11am
till 6pm. You don’t want to wait
in line? Well, you’re in luck! You
can place your order after 11am on
the 24th and schedule a pick up time by calling
607-423-5996. Why don’t you treat yourself to
some delicious fish and support Trinity at the
same time? Save the date and come hungry!

Father Brad delivers inaugural sermon at Trinity
Due to audio difficulties on Fr. Brad’s first Sunday with us, here is his sermon from September 16.
Texts: Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
I recently turned 65. When one turns 65, it seems as though every
time you turn around there are those commercials on TV trying to sell
you supplemental insurance. One of those is a Colonial Penn
commercial featuring Alex Trebek explaining about the Three P’s. The
Three P’s are price, price, and price. Well, Alex couldn’t make it
today, so you’re stuck with me...and I’m going to tell you about the
Three G’s: Grief, Grace, and Gratitude.
First, let me apologize for the rather finger-wagging scripture
lessons we have today. Please come back next week; they’re bound to
be less “I told you so.” The gospel lesson, the words of Jesus, asks the
quintessential question of who do you say that he is. All of our life can
be boiled down to two questions: how am I getting along with God, and how am I getting along with others.
In order to get to an answer to the first question (getting along with God), we need to be able to explain
who Jesus is for us. We Christians believe that God made the world for God’s self and then if you know
anything about history, you know that we have found inventive ways to be cruel to each other for centuries
on end! God sent some prophets and messengers and even some stone tablets hoping that we’d mend our
ways and finally love each other.
One event was so important that they made a movie about it. Did you see it? Charlton Heston and the
Ten Commandments? Did you know that by the time that Jesus came along, those original 10
commandments had grown to over 600? Seems we really want to legislate morality. Didn’t work. So God
decided to come to earth in human form.
Not more rules or regulations but a person, like us—that is made in God’s image. A person to identify
with, to have to look at…to remind us, in a very dramatic way, that God wants to relate to us on an intimate
level. It’s all about relationships.
And that, FINALLY, brings me to the first G! GRIEF. Grief? Sounds like a downer, doesn’t it? All of us
are grieving something right now. And let me tell you, the older you get, the more things you are grieving.
Grieving is universal and we all do it. It doesn’t have to be the loss of a loved one. It could be the loss of a
dream, the loss of youth, the loss of mobility, the loss of life as you used to know it, the loss of the security
of home by going to college. If you stop and think about it, you’re probably grieving something.
When we grieve we are often at the mercy of the grief gremlin and we exhibit symptoms. The leading
symptom of grief is anger. If you notice someone being unreasonably angry about something, look behind
and see if that person is grieving anything at all. Churches are a place where grief can thrive and sometimes
hang around longer than it is welcome. Another word for that is BAGGAGE. Anyone familiar with that
term…baggage?
Just like grief, we all carry baggage. It can accumulate from a variety of experiences, usually bad ones. It
can also be baggage that our parents unwittingly gave us to carry…sometimes long after they are gone. Some
folks are professional baggage handlers. Others, hopefully us, step back and analyze just what that baggage
is doing to our relationship with others. And, during all this, we are the recipients of the second G: GRACE.
How many of you would agree that if it weren’t for God’s grace, the weight of the world would have
crushed you by now? Anyone? Grace is most recognizable as the good stuff that happens to us. That good
stuff, most of the time, has two legs and even arms that hug.
We are who we are because of each other. No one in this room is who she/he is without the profound
influence of other people. Someone at some point in time told you that you can’t humiliate yourself wearing
that dreadful tie with that striped shirt. We have always needed each other and that’s God’s plan.

Grace comes to us in so many wonderful ways, that all we really have to do is to look up from our own
little silo and pay attention. And we will be smothered in grace. Also known as blessings. And when we are
in a state of acknowledging our blessings, we become grateful. The third “G”: GRATITUDE. The word
Eucharist is a Greek word meaning THANKSGIVING. We’re here to give thanks to God!
I grew up in the Presbyterian Church. You’ll hear me bad-mouth Presbyterianism now and then. It’s ok;
they can take it. My mother was a good Presbyterian and felt that Sunday morning was a time to grovel
before God and for goodness sake, you shouldn’t have fun! That little bit of her baggage showed up when I
started preaching. On the way out, people would tell me how much they enjoyed my sermon and I would
immediately cringe. Oh no, you’re not supposed to enjoy it! Well, I put down that baggage right away.
If it had not been the Lord standing at my side, the weight of my life would have drowned me by now.
And for that, I am so grateful. I’m grateful for a God who loves to shower you and me with blessings,
possibilities, people who are endlessly fascinating, dreams that inspire me to do things bigger than my selfimage. Many of us know in our heart of hearts that we are, at our core, grateful. We know this because we
have had more than our fair share of portions of grace.
Beloved, our task beyond this morning is to “pay attention” to those we encounter and help God lead
them to that first helping. There are too many people who have not had that first helping. Take it from me,
God uses the most unlikely people to spread the Good News. I see a lot of unlikely prophets in this room.
You are perhaps naively carrying too much baggage. You are also drowning in blessings. And, you are a
candidate for unlimited thanksgiving, joy, and determination. I’m talking hope.
You know, Hope never disappoints. We do not hope for what we already have. We hope for what we
don’t see. And Jesus is best suited to show us how to take our grief, our grace, and our gratitude…and do
wonderful things, in God’s name.
I want to thank you for choosing me to companion you on this most sacred journey. I will learn from you
and I will bring fresh eyes to your history.
Hmmmmm. Maybe Alex had it right after all. Price, price, price? Life with God.
 A price that was paid so we don’t have to.
 A price that is unconditional…downright FREE!
 A price that is without compare. God-size.
So, let us begin… again! Together! We’ve come to the right place!
Amen.

Trinity adopts Beverly Animal Shelter
as this year’s donation recipient
On October 14 the staff of the Beverly Animal Shelter
in Waterloo joined us for a worship service dedicated to
our pets and animals in general. Fr. Brad blessed each
individual pet present which included both dogs and
cats. In a year, Beverly takes in over 800 animals who
are either injured or abandoned. They provide treatment
and housing and they hope for more and more
adoptions. The Shelter left on Sunday, October 14 with
$245 in cash donations plus several bags of pet food.
May we please continue to bring in donations for the
Shelter. The following are always in short supply:
name brand food (hard and soft) for cats and kittens,
dogs and puppies and scoopable kitty litter. Cash
donations are always welcome.

The Blessing of Animals service honored 8 volunteers from
the shelter. Photo by Ted Flock

Celebrating God’s special blessings –
our pets’ unconditional love & companionship

Christmas Memorials: Flowers ~ Friends of Music
If you wish to make a donation toward the flowers and greens or brass accompaniment
added to the usual special music offered, please complete this form and return to the
church office by Sunday, December 9. Please PRINT the FULL name of those you
wish to remember. Checks should be made payable to Trinity Church with Christmas
Flowers and/or Music written on the memo line. This form and payment may be
delivered to the office, mailed (27 Fall St, Seneca Falls, NY 13148), or left in the
collection plate.
PLEASE PRINT: Your Name_______________________________ Phone #_________________________
Amount $____________ PLEASE CHECK BOX for:

Flowers OR

Friends of Music OR

BOTH

In loving memory of: _____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for/ in honor of/ celebration of:_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Have you remembered Trinity in your will?
You’ll never miss it
A church member, who owned the town’s grain
elevator, volunteered to take over the retiring
treasurer’s job with one stipulation: he wouldn’t
submit a report for the first year.
The puzzled board members agreed because they
knew he was an honest man. After all, they trusted
him to process their grain.
By year’s end, the new treasurer gave a glowing
report. The church’s building debt had been erased.
Staff salaries had increased 15 percent. And the
budget showed a healthy balance.
When the shocked but delighted congregation
asked for an explanation, the treasurer said, “Most
of you bring your grain to my elevator. When I paid
you, I simply kept 10 percent on your behalf and
gave it to the church in your name. You never
missed it!”
Imagine what we could do for God if we willingly
returned the first tenth of his gifts back to him.

Breathless anticipation
In Whistling in the Dark (HarperOne), Frederick Buechner compares Advent to the moments
right before a symphony conductor
raises the baton to begin a muchanticipated performance. “You hold
your breath to listen,” he writes. “You
are aware of the beating of your heart. The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched
only by the extraordinary moment just before it
happens. Advent is the name of that moment.
“During December, silence can seem elusive, but
if you concentrate for an instant, in the deeps somewhere, you can feel the beating of your heart. For
all its madness, not to mention your own, you can
hear the world holding its breath.”
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Wishing a Merry Christmas to:

Trinity Church Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 20, 2019
To celebrate God’s work through Trinity
in 2018
as well as looking to the future

9:30am (shortened) Holy Eucharist
followed by Breakfast and

Annual Meeting

Annual Reports will be
distributed for your
reading on January 13,
2019.

Save the Date!
All-Parish Planning Meeting

Sunday, February 17; details to be announced.

www.trinitychurchsenecafalls.com

